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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS/Final Passage

SUBJECT: Legislative Branch Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 1997 . . . H.R. 3754. Final passage, as amended.

ACTION: BILL PASSED, 93-6

SYNOPSIS: As passed, H.R. 3754, the Legislative Branch Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 1997, will appropriate $2.1€

billion, which is $22.3 million less than provided for fiscal year (FY) 1996, and which is $174.3 million less tha

requested. Appropriations will be as follows:

® $441.2 million for Senate operations;

e $683.8 million for House operations;

® $84.2 million for joint items;

e $140.1 million for the Architect of the Capitol, excluding library/grounds funding;

e $10.5 million for the Architect of the Capitol, library building and grounds;

® $62.6 million for the Congressional Research Service;

® $269.1 million for the Library of Congress (excluding CRS);

® $332.5 million for the General Accounting Office; this amount is $41.9 million less than appropriated last year, and is

percent less than provided in FY 1995;

e $81.7 million for the Government Printing Office's (GPQ's) congressional operations;

® $29.1 million for other GPO operations;

® $24.8 million for the Congressional Budget Office (CBO);

® 30 for the Office of Technology Assessment; and
e $2.9 million for the Botanical Gardens.
Other provisions:

® appropriated funds will not be used for the service and maintenance of private vehicles except as allowed by the Senate

Committee and House Oversight Committee;
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e the current 1-year restriction on lobbying by former Members and senior congressional staffers will be changed to a 2-year
restriction, and in some cases to a 5-year restriction;

® Capitol police officers will be permitted to elect to receive compensatory time off in lieu of overtime compensation for hours
worked over their maximum hours; and

e Hatch Act restrictions will be eased to permit Members of Congress to write recommendations for civil servant applicants.

Those favoringfinal passage contended:

We are pleased to vote in favor of final passage of this bill. Over the past 2 years, we in Congress have shown oatthis bill th
we are willing to do our part in the battle to cut spending. This appropriations bill is the smallest of the annual appsdplisti
but in the last 2 years we will have cut its spending by half a billion dollars. On a percentage basis, Congress hapendingre s
on itself than it has cut anywhere else in Government. The legislative branch agencies that have had to absorb deeprmits have d
so prudently. The General Accounting Office, which has had to cut spending by 25 percent, deserves special praise ftr adjusting
a smaller size with so little disruption in its services. We are confident that Senators will find this bill to be merodauii,join
us in voting in favor of final passage.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to final passage.



